Interview with LaVerne Carmen by Sutton, Jerry & Carman, LaVerne
Fort Hays State University 
FHSU Scholars Repository 
College of Education One-Room Schoolhouse 
Oral Histories Archives Online 
1987 
Interview with LaVerne Carmen 
Jerry Sutton 
Fort Hays State University 
LaVerne Carman 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.fhsu.edu/ors 
Content Disclaimer 
The primary source materials contained in the Fort Hays State University Special Collections 
and Archives have been placed there for research purposes, preservation of the historical 
record, and as reflections of a past belonging to all members of society. Because this material 
reflects the expressions of an ongoing culture, some items in the collections may be sensitive in 
nature and may not represent the attitudes, beliefs, or ideas of their creators, persons named in 
the collections, or the position of Fort Hays State University. 
Recommended Citation 
Sutton, Jerry and Carman, LaVerne, "Interview with LaVerne Carmen" (1987). College of Education One-
Room Schoolhouse Oral Histories. 73. 
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/ors/73 
This Audio Recording is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives Online at FHSU Scholars 
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in College of Education One-Room Schoolhouse Oral Histories by an 
authorized administrator of FHSU Scholars Repository. 





Mr. Sutton: This ls Jerry Sutton with Laverne Carman 
interviewing for the History of American 
Education Class, Dr. Miller instructor, 18 July 
1987, Hoisington, Kansas. 
Mr. Sutton : Mrs . Carman, what years did you teach in your 
teaching career? 
Mrs. Carman: Well, actually I taught 42 years continuously 
in Barton County . Forty of them were in the 
town of Hoisington, but my first two were in a 
rural school. 
Mr . Sutton: And what years were those? 
Mrs. Carman: Those years were the school year of 1943-1944 
and then the fol lowing year 1944-1945. 
Mr . Sutton: O.k. And what was the pay that you received 
while teaching there? 
Mrs. Carman: Well my first years salary was $100 . 00 per 
month and it was a total of an 8 month term. 
The second years salary was $125.00 dol Jars per 
month, and that was another 8 month term. 
Mr . Sutton: And where did you live while you were teaching? 
Mrs. Carman: I lived with one of the board members, Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman Tritsch . 
Mr. Sutton: Was that required? 
Mrs. Carman: It was not required. They would keep the 
teacher and I had room and board and that was 
$30.00 dol Jars per month. 
Mr. Sutton: Now that was $30.00 dol Jars a month that you 
had to pay them? 
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Mrs. Carman: Yes. 
Mr. Sutton: Out of the $100.00 dollars a month for your ... 
Mrs. Carman: Yes it was. 
Mr. Sutton: O.k. Who did you Interview with when you 
received your position? 
Mrs. Carman: On the day that I went to this rural area, I 
interviewed wlth Mr. Emmet Rugan, one of the 
members of the board. He was the secretary of 
the board, and the treasurer. Also, I tried to 
see Mr. Hamecke who was the director, but I was 
only able to see hls wife as he was working. 
Then they sent me to the third person and that 
was Norman Tritsch, but he wasn ' t at home but I 
met his wife and found out that I could live 
there. 
Mr. Sutton: And the Superintendent of Schools at that time 
was? 
Mrs. Carman: Dorsey L. Brown. You went to see him at the 
county court house In Great Bend . He helped me 
to fill out my application to get a Kansas 
teaching certificate because I was from 
Colorado and he really filled it out using the 
information that I gave him and within a week I 
had a val id teaching certificate for Kansas. 
Mr. Sutton: The teaching that took place there, how much 
time was devoted to teaching out of the working 
day? 
Mrs. Carman: The school hours were from 9:00 until 4:00 and 
ln thinking back, I wrote down a little bit of 
what I did each day. I started out with short 
opening exercises and Just before 9:00 we put 
the flag on the flagpole outside. Then when we 
came into the building, and if we hadn ' t said 
the pledge outside which sometimes you couldn ; t 
do because it was too windy or too stormy. 
Then when you came in you sang America usually 
because we didn ' t have too good of voices for 
the Star Spangled Banner and usual Jy we read 
poetry. Sometimes one of the students would 
read or sometimes I would read. Then classes 
began and I had all my different classes ln 
reading and spelling. We had a short recess 
from 10:30 to 10:45. Everybody played 
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lncludlng the teacher. We came in from recess 
and we had EQgllsh classes, and they were 
baslcally grammar, capitalization, and 
punctuation and how to write sentences and 
paragraphs. At noon, from 12:00 to 1:00, 
everybody had their lunch, and each student and 
the teacher too ate their lunch and after that 
we went outside to play. In the afternoon, we 
had social studies. This was taught by units 
at that time, and I had to learn a little bit 
about how to do this, because I dldn / t know too 
much about teaching by units. This included 
not only the geography, but science, history, 
and government. It included art, and any 
literature related to the country or area you 
were studying, if you had materials, and 
sometimes you did and sometimes you didn ✓ t. 
Also, music was included along with this. 
Sometimes It was more the type of music 
appreciation. Sometimes we would sing some 
songs from a particular country. We had a 
piano. I could play a little bit, and one of 
my students could play . We also had an old 
phonograph. It wasn / t state of the art like we 
have now. Just an old phonograph. We had a 
stack of 78 r.p.m. records. I didn / t buy any 
of these so I had to use what was aval I able to 
me. Then we had afternoon recess from 2:30 to 
2:45. We had continuation of our social 
studies units during this time, doing projects, 
and using the library area. Now, the library 
area only had about 200 books, an old set of 
encyclopedias, dlctionaries, a couple of them 
that were larger, and there were some student 
dictionaries. We had a globe and we had 
several maps. About 3:50, we would straighten 
up the school room, empty the trash, empty the 
waste water that had been used to wash hands. 
We brought in the flag, and the last thing that 
we did that we liked the most was we formed a 
circle and we said good-by, and we said "we / II 
see you tomorrow", or "we / I I see you next 
Monday". And this was a great way to finish 
the day, and everybody went home except the 
teacher who stayed to sweep the schoolroom, 
grade her papers, and continue to plan for the 
next days work. 
Mr. Sutton: So on the average, what time dld you usually 
get out of the building by the time you had 
done all of those activities? 
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Mrs. Carman: Well, someti~es it was 5:00. 
Mr. Sutton: And since you were living with one of the 
school board members, what type of extra 
curricular thlngs in your evenings, your free 
time dld you have available to you? 
Mrs. Carman: When these folks went to visit their relatives 
I could usually go along. We went to church on 
Sunday and I could go with them to Sunday 
school and church. We went to Claflin to the 
Lutheran Church. Those were the main things 
that you did. Once ln a while we went to a 
show. Sometimes we went to the Claflin 
drugstore and had a malt. 
Mr. Sutton: Old you have a principal who also taught with 
you? 
Mrs. Carman: No I was the sole person in the school. 
Mr. Sutton: So you had no principal at all . 
Mrs . Carman: No. No principal at all. 
Mr. Sutton: And your immediate supervisor was ... 
Mrs. Carman : My irrmediate supervlser ... well your most 
important one of course was the County 
Superintendent but you were under the Board of 
Education that we had and it was a three man 
Board of Educatlon and they were all three 
farmers but they were interested Jn the welfare 
of the children . Two of them had children and 
people that I lived with did not have children. 
Mr. Sutton: Who did your evaluation? 
Mrs. Carman: The Superintendent did the evaluation when he 
came. He came about the second month of school 
to visit me the first year and he stayed 
probably half an hour to 45 minutes and then 
when the children had recess he talked to me a 
little bit about my classes. He liked them 
alright. He filled out his report about the 
building and the grounds. The building was 
clean and such things as that. And he said if 
you have any problems come to see me at the 
court house. 
5 
Mr. Sutton: We / re going to now concentrate on the school 
building it~elf. What were the materials that 
the buildi ng was made out of? 
Mrs. Carman: It was Just a wood frame building. It had five 
or six windows all together. Had a little room 
that was the cloak room, and that was the wash 
room. It had a stage at one end, and it had 
some drapes that you pulled . That was the 
curtain, the stage curtain and we gave little 
programs sometimes. 
Mr . Sutton: How many desks, and how many students could 
that handle? 
Mrs. Carman: Oh, it probably could handle 20, but the most I 
had was eight so I had a lot of room. 
Mr. Sutton: And who was in charge of the upkeep of this 
building? 
Mrs. Carman: Well, the members of the community cleaned lt 
before school started and then it was my duty 
to keep everything clean and neat through the 
school year. 
Mr. Sutton: What type of heating did it have? 
Mrs. Carman: It had a large fuel oil stove, and that was the 
heat. It was generally adequate except on a 
very blizzardry day. 
Mr. Sutton: And were you responsible for taking care of 
that also? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes I was responsible for keeping the soot and 
so on out of the bottom of the stove, and 
keeping the burner clean so that it would burn. 
If I had any problem, wel 1 the people that I 
lived with would help me with it. They 
understood it because they had a similar stove 
in their own home. 
Mr. Sutton: Do you know when this building was built? 
Mrs. Carman: No I do not. 
Mr. Sutton: O.k. 
Mrs. Carman: It was not new. I would say lt was probably 20 
years old at the time . 
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Mr. Sutton: And where exactly was it located at? 
Mrs. Carman: Wei I you go east from Hoisington on Highway 4. 
When you get to the intersection marked to turn 
north to Odin, don't turn north go south 
approximately two miles, and you would be at 
the location of the school and very near the 
Cheyenne Bottoms Bombing Range that was in use 
at that time . 
Mr. Sutton: And what district was that? 
Mrs. Carman: This was the District 51. It was called 
Cheyenne School. It was named for the Cheyenne 
Bottoms which are more famous now I would say 
than they were then. Another thing I might say 
about that ls that our school song was 
"Cheyenne wl 11 shine tonight, Cheyenne wi 11 
shine. When the sun goes down, and the moon 
comes up, Cheyenne will shine." 
Mr. Sutton: Well I ' ll be . I didn ' t know that. Is the 
school building still standing? 
Mrs. Carman: It ls not located on the school ground anymore. 
It was taken north of Claflin and used as a 
home. I understand lt has been moved Into the 
town of Claflin and ls still used as a home . 
Mr. Sutton: I see. 
Mrs. Carman: It probably has been changed somewhat. 
Mr. Sutton : What type of lighting was available? 
Mrs. Carman : We Just had kerosene lanterns. 
Mr. Sutton: And did lt provide very good lighting in the 
day t 1 me at a I I ? 
Mrs. Carman: No. You raised the curtains and the window 
shades and you used mostly the natural light. 
But lf it was extremely dark you would light 
some of these. 
Mr. Sutton: Were there any actlvltles that took place in 
the evening where you had only kerosene 
lanterns? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes. In the evening we had a Christmas 
program. That was usual Jy the main one we 
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would have that would be in the evening. And 
on that night the men of the school board 
brought the i
0
r gaso 11 ne I an terns and there were 
some hooks ln the celling and they hooked those 
up there so we had better light on that night 
than we did on some of the school days . 
Mr. Sutton: And where did the school get it ; s water? 
Mrs. Carman: We went across the ... across the road and up a 
little hill. There was a well with a pump. We 
pumped two or three buckets of water everyday. 
Sometimes I carried the water before the 
students came in the morning. Sometimes the 
boys liked to do that, so they would carry the 
water. It was state inspected, so you couldn ; t 
use it unless lt was state inspected and there 
was a seal out there that showed it was state 
inspected. 
Mr. Sutton: So in the winter because it came out of a pump 
you didn ; t have any problem with, with getting 
water? 
Mrs. Carman: No. We used lt every day, and we could get 
water there every day. 
Mr. Sutton: And what about bathroom facilities? 
Mrs. Carman: Well, those were the outdoor variety, and there 
was one for girls and one for boys and there 
was a little protection around each one of 
them. And about the worst thing and the most 
exciting thing that happened was that some 
skunks seemed to llke the girl;s restroom. So 
one or two mornings the boys had to go in, 
throw rocks at the skunks, and chase them out 
so the girls could go to the glrl ; s restroom. 
There was a shelterbelt nearby and apparently 
the skunks strayed from the shelterbelt to the 
restrooms. 
Mr. Sutton: How big of an area did Cheyenne District cover 
for your school? 
Mrs. Carman: I don 1 t know exactly, but I think about ... runs 
in my mind that some of the people that came to 
my programs lived within oh 5 miles each way 
from the school. So I don 1 t know the exact 
amount of acres or miles that It covered but 
some of the people came a distance about 5 
miles to the programs . The children ln my 
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school that were actually attending school had 
only 2 miles . or t here about to come. 
Mr . Sutton : Old they always walk to school? 
Mrs. Carman: They almost always walked . Once ln a whlle 
their parents brought them. And I walked . And 
lt was about a mile and a half for me to walk, 
unless I cut across the wheat field and then it 
was a little bit shorter. 
Mr. Sutton: Was there any work done on the schoolhouse as 
far as improving it durlng the 2 years that you 
were there? 
Mrs. Carman: No. Just put some new window screens on and 
Just general maintenance. That was all. 
Mr. Sutton : O.k. Well it was never expanded or . . . 
Mrs. Carman: No. Never. 
Mr. Sutton : Or really improved. 
Mrs . Carman: No. Just general repairs that were needed . 
And this was done by the people of the 
community, if they wanted It to be fixed a 
little blt. 
Mr. Sutton: Was the school house also used for community 
affairs? 
Mrs. Carman: Not at the tlme I was there, except Just to 
have a little picnic on the last day of school 
and the Christmas program. But I understood 
that you know, like 15 . .. 10, 15 years before, 
it was used. But remember that this was war 
time and that some of those activities were 
curtal led a little bit. 
Mr. Sutton : What type of desks dld they have? Were they 
the kinds hooked together? 
Mrs . Carman: Yes. They were on what I cal 1 the runners. 
And there were different sizes so that I could 
have one of the smaller children as well as for 
the large ones, some of the fellows were larger 
than I am. 
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Mr. Sutton: When you were getting teaching supplles for • 
your school, where did you get the money for 
that? ' 
Mrs. Carman: At the beginning of each year, they gave me 
$100.00 dollars that I could keep and use and I 
had to list what I bought wlth it, and how much 
each thing cost. With that I could buy a few 
library books, some art supplies if I would 
like to have them, and maybe one or two 
magazines. And I had to be a little careful in 
what I purchased because I only had $100.00 
dol Jars to last me the whole year. 
Mr. Sutton: For the students, what type of equipment did 
you have to work with in working with the 
students? 
Mrs. Carman: The main thing I had was Just globes, maps, the 
chalkboard . 
Mr. Sutton: You didn ~t have any type of audio-visual 
equipment? 
Mrs. Carman: Wel I, no. There was none. 
Mr. Sutton: O.k. 
Mrs. Carman: But you know some of the people now-a-days, 
they think we need a whol Jy audio-visual but, 
you can do a lot with your books, your 
magazines, your maps, globes, and the 
chalkboard ls something that today ls 
overlooked in a classroom, and in those days it 
was used a great deal. And I still like to use 
the chalkboard if I would be teaching. 
Mr. Sutton: Did the students have to pay to be able to 
attend the school? 
Mrs. Carman: No. It was J ust free to them except they had 
to buy their own books, and we used the state 
adopted textbooks. At that tlme the state had 
adopted textbooks, and so they knew what their 
books would be, and they would take their books 
ln some of the nearby towns and they would have 
their books when school would start. 
Mr. Sutton: The students you say lived within around 2 
miles of the school district . What ages during 
the 2 years did your school encompass? 
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Mrs. Carman: I had the ages 6 to 14 and one year I had a 
beginning student. And then I had up to the 
finishing of the seventh grade. Some boys, and 
they were at least fourteen. Maybe, one of 
them was a little blt older, because I think he 
had failed, and he might have been 15. 
Mr. Sutton: Was there a school they could go to after they 
had finished your school? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes they would ... if they would finish the 
eighth grade well they would go to maybe Odin 
to a ... to the Catholic school there, or they 
would go to Claflin or they would go to 
Ellinwood. 
Mr. Sutton: The textbooks you said were state approved ... 
Mrs. Carman: Yes. 
Mr. Sutton: Was there a separate textbook for each subject? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes generally there would be a separate 
textbook. There was a health book, a science 
book. It was a rather simple science book, and 
I don ' t think it was only in the ... I ike grades 
4 on up but there were science textbooks. 
There were geography books and history books on 
the various grade levels. There were readers, 
spellers, engllsh books. 
Mr. Sutton: Did students have to purchase them? 
Mrs. Carman: They purchased their own books. And there were 
copies of the different grade level books for 
the teacher. And of course I had to read a lot 
of books, to be able to study and teach. 
Mr. Sutton: Were there times when students could not afford 
their books? 
Mrs. Carman: No. These people always seemed to have the 
money to buy the books and the paper, pencils 
and pens that the students needed. The 
students were well clothed, warm in winter. 
Mr. Sutton: The district schools of the past, so many 
times, had the reading of the bible as part of 
the school day. Did that take place at al I? 
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Mrs. Carman: We didn/t read the bible because this was a 
community that had mostly German type people. 
Some of them'were Catholic, or strong Catholic, 
some of them were Lutheran, and maybe a few of 
them were other Protestant faiths, so we really 
didn/t do that. They sald there had been some 
problems with that in the past, not in real 
recent past before I came there, but that was 
Just a suggestion that I had that we Just do 
things like patriotic songs and poetry and 
things of this sort. Some of the students had 
a day off now and then to go to something at 
the Catholic church, or maybe they Just had a 
half-a-day off and then they would come in the 
afternoon. 
Mr. Sutton: You had mentioned that this was your first 
teaching Job. What training had you had to 
become a teacher? 
Mrs. Carman: Wel I, I had gone to Pueblo Junior College ln 
Pueblo, Colorado and I had 32 semester hours . 
Most of the girls that were starting out that 
year only had 8 or 9 hours that they had taken 
that surmner at Hays or some other college . 
Mr. Sutton: O.k. Were the texts that the students had good 
texts? 
Mrs . Carman: I felt that they were very good textbooks and 
one of my favorite books was Four Centucles 1n 
Kansas, and it was by Isley and Richards. And 
then it was later updated, and it was called 
The Kansas Story. 
Mr . Sutton: Dld the books have very many pictures? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes there were quite a lot of pictures ln most 
of the books . They weren/t always ln color. 
The readers were in color as I remember, but a 
lot of the others were not. 
Mr. Sutton: Since you were teaching at the time of the 
World War Two, did that cause any problems as 
far as supplies or anything ln your school? 
Mrs . Carman: It dldn/t cause problems for supplies 1n my 
school. It caused problems for some of the 
farmers in doing their farm work and having 
gasoline and the things that they needed to 
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carry on their farm work . Other than that I 
don ; t know of any special problems . 
Mr . Sutton: What was the year length that students went to 
school? 
Mrs. Carman: They went for 8 months. 
Mr . Sutton: And was that mandated by the state? 
Mrs . Carman: Yes. I think almost al I of the schools were 8 
month rural schools at that time. Earlier it 
had been 5 months, 6 months ... you know . It 
varied in different communities. By this time 
in 1940 ; s the 8 months was usually considered 
the length of school. 
Mr. Sutton: What was the youngest age a student could come 
to school in your school? 
Mrs. Carman: I think they had to be slx before the first of 
the year, you know before January first of that 
school year. 
Mr . Sutton: Were there any particular special rules that a 
teacher had to follow in that community? 
Mrs. Carman: No I dldn ; t have any special restrictions 
except my school board told me to be sure to 
fly the flag every day, because the bombing 
range near by. And they .. . this was at the 
beginning ... this was during the war you see, so 
morals and so on and the do ' s and don ; ts 
weren ; t qulte as stringent as they had been ln 
earlier times. I think that would be the term 
that should be used there. 
Mr. Sutton: Whenever there were special things that you 
needed, that could not be purchased out of the 
hundred dollars, perhaps because it was to 
large a money Item, how dld you go about 
getting those type of things? 
Mrs . Carman : Weil I could request the board to consider 
buying an unabridged dictionary or whatever I 
felt I would llke to have and sometimes they 
couldn; t get you what you wanted but sometimes 
they could. Depend on you know how thelr money 
had ... because they had their money from taxes 
and so depended on how much money they had. By 
the way I got my check every month, all months 
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that I taught. It was delivered to me by the 
man that was, the treasurer. If he didn ' t come 
personally ... he almost always came personally 
that morning and gave it to me . If not, well 
he gave I t to his oldest daughter and she 
handed it to me. 
Mr. Sutton: Were there any type of graduat i on exercises 
from this school? 
Mrs. Carman: I didn ' t have any eighth graders so I didn ' t 
have any graduation exercises, but they would 
have been held in the county . They would have 
been over at Great Bend. And the seventh 
graders did take tests preparing them for the 
eighth grade test, and we went up to the Odin 
to the Cathol i c school up there, and a sister 
there and I administered the test . 
Mr. Sutton: The students were different ages. How did you 
determine the grade level they were in? 
Mrs . Carman: When I came there it was given to me on the 
form of a rot I. Here ' s the names of the 
students and here ' s the grade they wll I be in, 
in 1943. And the grading was by percent, and 
you changed that to a letter grade. And about 
the only question that we had when we were 
attending county institute, before the 
beginning of school, was not to give everybody 
A. Some of the teachers wanted to give 
everybody A, and they said everybody doesn ' t 
make an A. So be accurate In grade according 
to what the student actually makes. And I 
generally tried to fol low that. 
Mr. Sutton: You taught there 2 years. How long was the 
school open after that? 
Mrs. Carman: It was closed. I was the last teacher. About 
2 years later it was sold and became a house. 
Mr. Sutton: And the school board consisted of 3 members? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes , it consisted of three members. 
Mr. Sutton: And do you remember who those were? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes. There 
Di rector of 
President. 
deceased. 
was Joe Harrmeke. He was the 
the Board of Educat i on, or the 
He was a farmer . He ls now 
Emmet Rugan was the treasurer, and 
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sometimes I believe he acted as the secretary. 
He was also a farmer. He ; s retired and lives 
i n Ell i nwood: Kansas now, the latest thing I 
know. And Norman Tritsch was the third member, 
and I llved with Mr. and Mrs. Norman Tritsch . 
He ; s deceased. He also was a farmer. Mr. 
Hammeke and Mr. Rugan had children in my school 
but the Trltsch; s did not have any children. 
Mr. Sutton: What type of occupations did the students that 
you had plan on going into when they got out of 
school? 
Mrs. Carman: I think most of the boys thought that they 
would be farmers and more or less turned out 
that way to a certain extent. And the girls 
really dldn ; t have any ideas because they were 
only in my fifth grade and the sixth grade so 
they weren ' t too prepared to say what they 
wanted to be, but I do know a little bit. 
Mr. Sutton: One of the things that I ' m interested in ls 
the ... you said that you had eight students at a 
time. Could you tell me something about the 
students themselves? 
Mrs. Carman: Yes I could. I have kept ln touch a little bit 
with these eight students that were my 
students. Alfred Hamecke ls a farmer. Dennis 
Hamecke, he was in the low grades ... the second 
grade and third grade, ls a father in the 
Cathol le Church . Donald Rugan ls a farmer. He 
lives on the family farm. I started him in the 
first grade and taught him how to read, to 
spell, to write, and do arithmetic. There were 
two Rugan gir ls: their names were Marilyn and 
Arlene. They both became registered nurses and 
they are married and have families now. Merle 
and Dean Steiner were two brothers, and they 
I Ive in Hoisington now. I don ' t know for sure 
what type of work each one of them does, but 
they have farmed and for a while Dean farmed 
the family farm for his mother. There was 
another young man named Chuck, called Boots 
Dugan, and I do not know exactly what he does 
but I think he still lives on the farm. And I 
believe thats all of those. 
Mr. Sutton: O.k. I have a couple of follow up questions. 
Disclpllne ... How was that handled? Old you 
handle all discipline? 
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Mrs. Carman: I handled the dlsclpl lne and the only dlrectlon 
I had from t~e board was the children could not 
go down to the bomblng range. 
Mr. Sutton: Dld the bombing range cause problems for your 
school? 
Mrs. Carman: It didn ' t really cause problems for my school, 
it caused a little bit of excitement . Would 
you like for me to tel I you about that? 
Mr. Sutton: I sure would! 
Mrs. Carman : Wei I there was a bombing practice range for men 
that were stationed at Walker Air Base. It was 
located in Barton County near the Cheyenne 
School District Number 51 where I taught for 
1943 through 1945 . This bombing range was used 
dally and since lt was less than half a mile 
south of our school, I was told by the Board of 
Education to fly the flag each day. I was 
presented a new flag at the beginning of the 
school year and was asked to keep the older 
flag also. And to fly this older one ln the 
windy or inclement weather . Mainly sand filled 
bombs were dropped. However the bombing range 
was fenced, and lt was posted wlth warning and 
keep out signs. My students were not allowed 
to go lnto that area . One day at noon hour 
however, a plane flew over and one bomb landed 
In the plowed fleld Just south of our school 
grounds. My older boy students wanted to go 
look at it, but I said no! The Director of our 
Board of Education called the Walker Alr Base 
that evening, at Walker, Kansas. The military 
officers came to Identify the type of bomb lt 
was, and to dlsmantle lt. It proved to be 
partially sand filled and was not a danger for 
us. The boys thought this was really an 
exciting school day . 
Mr. Sutton: The one room school house that you taught ln 
later you came lnto the Holslngton School 
District, and taught in Lincoln Elementary and 
then in the Hoisington Middle School. Dld you 
enjoy the two years that you taught ln the one 
room school house? 
Mrs. Carman: Oh yes, I really enjoyed that . It was really a 
learning tlme for me. 
Mr. Sutton: What were the strengths of teaching in a one 
room school house? 
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Mrs. Carman: One of the th i ngs that I thought was ... that 
would be a strength was that the student could 
do his own work, but he could also listen to a 
number of the other classes that were going on 
when he had another group reciting, so that If 
he finished his work, he could listen and he 
could learn from some of the things that were 
going on in another grade level, either above 
his own or below his. So it served as a review 
and helped to advance the student. 
Mr. Sutton: What were the weaknesses that you saw ln the 
one room school house? 
Mrs. Carman: Probably the weakness was that we dld not have 
physical education as such, J ust outdoor 
recess ' , and we didn ' t have things such as 
instrumental music, and really we didn ' t have 
vocal music except what we could do ourselves. 
And I wasn ' t experienced a great deal on this 
type of thing. 
Mr. Sutton: Having taught in the school system of 
Hoisington since that time, did you see 
anything in the one room school house that you 
wish would have carried over into the regular 
school as we have it now, that did not? 
Mrs. Carman: Weil not really except that out there, there 
was a closeness of al I the children to each 
other and to the teacher. And the fact that 
this was a close knit farming community. 
Whereas here we have people who come and stay 
for a while and then move on. We have a more 
transient society now. 
Mr. Sutton: And you didn ' t have people move in and out of 
the school? 
Mrs. Carman: No I had the same ones all the time. 
Mr. Sutton: And so you really got to know those students. 
Mrs. Carman: Yes, you did. You played with them, you ate 
with them, you did everything together. 
Mr. Sutton: Well Mrs. Carman, I want to thank you for this 
interview. I know I ' ve learned a lot about it, 
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and especial Jy since lt;s really close to my 
home town, and I did not realize that there had 
been a school system out there. So I thank you 
very much. 
Mrs. Carman: And Jerry, lt ; s been a great pleasure to have 
you here because you were my former student ln 
the Hoisington Middle School ln the sixth 
grade, and in the 1984-85 school year I had the 
privilege of having your son Brian in my Kansas 
history and social studies class. 
Mr. Sutton: Thank you, I appreciate that. 
Mrs. Carman: You ; re welcome. 
